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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 9-11, 15-18, 24, 27-29, 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dietz et al. (6,568,366). Dietz et al. discloses as 
in claim 1, an air induction body assembly for a vehicle, comprising: a carrier (1) having 
a first sealing interface for a manifold and a second sealing interface (19) for an engine 
cylinder (26); at least one air opening (7-12) extending through said carrier (1), said at 
least one air opening for communicating air to the engine cylinder; and at least one 
valve mounted to said carrier (1), said at least one valve (14) for controlling the 
communication of air through said at least one opening. 
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Regarding claim 2, wherein said valve comprises a flap (14), said flap pivotally 
mounted to said carrier (1 ) by a shaft (15). 

Regarding claim 6, wherein said shaft (15) is mounted on said carrier (1) by a 
bearing surface (16,17). 

Regarding claim 9, including an actuator (23) for controlling said at least one 
valve, said actuator (23) mounted to said carrier (1 ). 

Regarding claim 10, including at least one seal (19) disposed on one of said first 
sealing interface and said second sealing interface. 

Regarding claim 11, wherein said at least one air opening comprises a plurality 
of air openings (7-12) and said at least one valve comprises a plurality of valves (14) for 
controlling air through said plurality of air openings, and including a shaft (15) 
interconnecting said plurality of valves (14). 

Regarding claim 15, an air induction manifold assembly for a vehicle, 
comprising: an air induction manifold (see column 3, lines 6-10) having at least one 
manifold air passage; a carrier having at least one carrier air passage in communication 
with said at least one manifold air passage, said air passages for communicating air to 
an engine; said carrier (1) having a first sealing interface for a manifold and a second 
sealing (19) interface for an engine cylinder(26), said first sealing interface for sealing 
the communication air between said at least one manifold air passage and said at least 
one carrier air passage (7-12); and at least one valve (14) mounted to said carrier (1), 
said at least one valve (14) for controlling the communication of air through said at least 
one carrier air passage. 
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Regarding claim 16, a valve comprises a flap (14). 

Regarding claim 17, the flap (14) is pivotally mounted to said carrier (1) by a 
shaft (15). 

Regarding claim 18, including an actuator (23). 

Regarding claim 24, including a first seal for said first sealing interface and a 
second seal for said second sealing interface. 

Regarding claim 27, at least one valve is within the air opening. 

Regarding claim 28, wherein the carrier (1 ) includes a planar member that 
defines the air opening and receives the valve. 

Regarding claim 29, the planar member receives the valve. 

Regarding claim 31, wherein the carrier (1) comprises a carrier length and a 
carrier thickness that extends between said first sealing interface for said manifold and 
said second sealing interface for said engine cylinder, said carrier thickness is shorter 
than said carrier length, said flap (14) includes a flap length and a flap thickness that is 
shorter than said flap length, and said flap length is greater than said carrier thickness. 

Regarding claim 33, wherein the carrier (1 ) defines an air entry side and an air 
discharge side, and said shaft (15) is closer to said air discharge side than to said air 
entry side. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dietz et 
al. (6,568,366) in view of Gluchowski et al. (5,146,887). Dietz discloses the claimed 
invention with the use of bearings. Dietz et al. does not disclose ball bearings. 
Gluchowski et al. discloses the use of ball bearings (see Figure 2). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to substitute the ball 
bearings of Gluchowski et al. into the invention of Dietz et al., since either type would 
still perform the same function in the invention. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dietz et 
al. (6,568,366) in view of llling (3,934,851). Dietz discloses the claimed invention except 
the bearing surface comprising a sleeve, llling discloses the bearing surface comprising 
a sleeve. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the sleeve of llling in the invention of Deitz et al. to increase 
stability of the system. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/771 ,758 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3747 

Claims 1, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Oishi (2001/0047791). Oishi discloses as in claim 1, an air induction body assembly for 
a vehicle, comprising: a carrier having a first sealing interface for a manifold and a 
second sealing interface for an engine cylinder; at least one air opening extending 
through said carrier, said at least one air opening for communicating air to the engine 
cylinder 1 , and at least one valve mounted to said carrier, said at least one valve for 
controlling the communication of air through said at least one opening. 

Regarding claim 12, wherein said carrier has a support for a fuel injector. 

Regarding claim 13, including a fuel injector supported by said support. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 14 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Oishi (2001/0047791) in view of Lee et al (2003/0230285). 

Regarding claim 10, Oishi discloses the claimed invention except the use of a 
second sealing interface. Lee et al. discloses the use of a second sealing interface. It 
would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the invention of Oishi to include a second sealing interface to improve sealing 
efficiency. 
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Regarding claim 14, Oishi discloses the claimed invention except the use of a 
wire embedded in the carrier. Lee et al. discloses the use of a wire embedded in the 
carrier. It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Oishi to include a wire embedded in the carrier to 
improve efficiency of the system. 

Regarding claim 30, Oishi discloses the claimed invention except the use of a 
second sealing interface. Lee et al. discloses the use of a second sealing interface. It 
would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the invention of Oishi to include a second sealing interface to improve sealing 
efficiency. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 22, 23, 25 and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 26 is allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,359,024 issued to Lootens et al. is a similar 
system. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 6-19, 21 , 24, 27-29, 31 and 33 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katrina B. Harris whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4842. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM -3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Yuen can be reached on 571-272-4856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). J i , I 



Communication 




Katrina B. Harris 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3747 
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